THE PROBLEMS OF POWER

"You wrote once that the masses ought not
to know but to believe. Do you still regard this
principle of the Jesuits as practicable to-day,
amid all the advances of modern tecnhique?"
He set his jaw resolutely as he answered:

"It is faith that moves mountains, not reason.
Reason is a tool, but it can never be the motive
force of the crowd. To-day less than ever. To-day
people have not so much time to think as they
used to have. The capacity of the modern man
for faith is illimitable. When the masses are like
wax in my hands, when I stir their faith, or when
I mingle with them and am almost crushed by
them, I feel myself to be a part of them. All the
same there persists in me a certain feeling of
aversion, like that which the modeller feels for
the clay he is moulding. Does not the sculptor
sometimes smash his block of marble into
fragments because he cannot shape it to represent
the vision he has conceived? Now and then this
crude matter rebels against the creator 1"

After a pause he went on:

"Everything turns upon one's ability to control
the masses like an artist."

128